A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

Heath Lambert, Senior Pastor
Dear First Baptist Family,

It is a season of special emphasis in the life of our church. From the look of this guidebook,
the sound of the sermons, and the specific calls to action, you might think that emphasis is
about money.

You would be wrong.

Of course, we are talking about money. But sometimes we emphasize one thing to get to
something else. If you heard me asking you and all your friends for a recommendation on a
car mechanic, if you saw my phone history and found I'd been calling repair shops, and if you
saw me sitting in one on a Saturday, you would never think I must love the magazines in the
waiting room. You would know something else is going on.

In Matthew 6:21, Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Jesus says money reveals what we love. He thinks you can look at what people spend their
money on and trace it back to what they value in their heart. Jesus talks about money as a way
of getting to the bottom of your heart.

We visit car mechanics because we want to get where we need to go. Our church is talking
about money because Jesus thinks it is possible to see how we spend our money and trace that
back to what we value in our hearts.

This special season of emphasis in our church is not fundamentally about money, but Jesus.
Money is the vocabulary we are using to discuss him. This special season in our church is far
more about a revival of love for Jesus. I am praying for our church to rediscover Jesus, to fall
in love with him, and that increased giving would be only one of many fruits of that recovered
love. I hope you will join me as we pray for this and pursue it together.

Blessings in Jesus,

—

Pastor Heath.
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